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Morgan Lehman is pleased to present recent paintings by Amy Lincoln in the artist’s second
solo exhibition with the gallery.
Lincoln is a committed figurative painter with a bent towards the surreal, making works that

depict the world and then give way to a certain slow-burning abstraction and symbolism. At face value
her oeuvre features closely observed representations of plants and other elements of the natural
world: ocean, sand, sun, moon, clouds, mountains, and volcanos. To render these the artist relies on
sources ranging from the familiar (Lincoln’s own backyard), to the splendid (elaborate botanical
gardens), to the virtual (images found on the internet), adeptly weaving together disparate imagery to
create fantastic worlds rooted in the real.

Lincoln’s hard-earned painterly language, marked by opaque planes of keyed up color, graphic
clarity, and flattened pictorial space, brings a somewhat cartoonish quality to each landscape,
highlighting the otherworldliness of the forms depicted and inviting entry into almost alien worlds.
Playfulness abounds, but it is also a smokescreen for a latent, more complex psychological content.
The paintings’ insistence on formal repetition (gently pulsing light gradients and repeating motifs of
leaves, stars, clouds) asks the viewer to slow down during the experience of looking and take in each
compositional twist and turn. Plants take on uncanny anthropomorphic qualities and seem to exert
their will on the structure of the image, competing with and complementing one another as if
characters on a stage. This exhibition finds Lincoln deftly threading the needle between the familiar
and strange, beauty and mystery.

Amy Lincoln received her MFA in Painting from Tyler School of Art in Philadelphia and her BA
in Studio Art from the University of California, Davis. Recent exhibitions include Regina Rex (NY) and
Monya Rowe (FL), with Sargent’s Daughters (NY) upcoming. She has participated in the Lower
Manhattan Swing Space residency, the Inside Out Art Museum artist residency in Beijing, as well as
the Wave Hill Winter Workspace in NYC. Her work has been reviewed in Hyperallergic, The New
Criterion, Two Coats of Paint, and The Brooklyn Rail, among other. The artist lives in Glendale,

Queens.
Amy Lincoln, Lily and Ranunculus, acrylic on panel, 20 x 24 inches, 2017



